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Victory is Sweet for Conor Swail 
in MARS Equestrian CSI4* Grand Prix
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Great Charity Challenge Distributes
$1.7 Million to Local Non-Profit Organizations

An entire community came
together to #BeTheChange 

and celebrate the 14th annual 
Great Charity Challenge sponsored 
by Fidelity Investments® (GCC) 
on Saturday, February 4, 2023. 
What is annually the biggest 
Saturday Night Lights of the Winter 
Equestrian Festival, Wellington 
International welcomed back 
supporters and enthusiasts. The 
goal of the evening: to inspire and 
empower others to get involved in 
their communities. As Wellington 
International transformed into 
Candy World, riders and horses 
represented their favorite sweets 
in their efforts to build a Path to a 
Sweeter Future for Our Palm Beach 
County Neighbors in Need!

Determined to show that unity 
amplifies impact, the GCC is an 
exciting show jumping event that 
combines equestrian sports and 
philanthropy, bringing hope to 
more than 50 Palm Beach County 
charities every year. Each team is 
made up of 3 riders ranging from 
the young, futures of the sport, to 

top Olympians. Riders put it all on 
the line that night, racing to bring 
funds to their paired Palm Beach 
County organization. 

Held for the past 13 years, the 
GCC has transformed into an 
inspiring community movement 
that has distributed a stunning 
$19.4 million to 300+ non-profit 
organizations. Each year the 
excitement grows and empowers 
more people to join the movement. 

Children and their pets, as part of 
this year’s Pet Parade and Costume 
Contest, had something to add to 
the already electric atmosphere 
of the night. As expected, they 
did not disappoint! Thanks to 
matching sponsor the Wedell Family 
Foundation and title sponsor, The 
Postage Stamp Farm Foundation, 
$50,000 was distributed to 15 pre-
selected wonderful organizations! 
Spirit Award grants of $2,500 were 
also awarded again this year to 
four organizations who are the 
event’s biggest cheerleaders in the 
community and on social media! 

Victory was sweet for Count Me
In and Ireland’s Conor Swail in 

the CHF216,000 MARS Equestrian™ 
CSI4* Grand Prix, the featured event 
on the expansive grass derby field at 
Equestrian Village during the Winter 
Equestrian Festival (WEF) Week 4 
on Saturday.

The pressure was on for 
Swail riding Count Me In, a 2007 
Hanoverian gelding (Count Grannus 
x Sherlock Holmes) owned by Sandy 
Lupton & Mannon Farm. The first to 
crack the code on the opening round 
track designed by Anderson Lima 
(BRA), Swail was the trailblazer again 
in a five-horse jump-off.

“I’m lucky to have Crosby,” said 
Swail, currently ranked fifth in the 
world on the FEI rankings. “He’s a 
very fast horse. I was trying to give 
it a good go and put the other riders 
under enough pressure and hope 
that they would make mistakes. It 
was a tough track but fair, I thought. 
I have an amazing horse and I 
hope his good form continues. This 
was our first time out this year and I 
must say I thought he felt fabulous.”

Count Me In has been enjoying 

a much-deserved break since a 
successful outing at the CHI Geneva 
5* in December. After spending a 
month in the paddock at Swail’s 
home base in Ireland, Count Me 
In came out strong to post a time 
that would lead the field by six full 
seconds. They stopped the clock at 
38.53 seconds. 

U.S. Olympic team gold medalist 
Laura Kraut chased Swail down 
on Confu but came up short to 
finish second for the St. Bride’s 
Farm. Third went to Ashlee Bond 
(ISR) with the fastest four-fault 
performance riding Garfield for 
owner Stal Horn and Aurora Farms. 

When Swail returned for the 
prizegiving ceremony, Count Me 
In entered the ring with an obvious 
show of confidence. “He does have 
a bit of nervous energy when we’re 
competing because he has so much 
quality, but he’s such a relaxed guy 
when he comes back in again,” said 
Swail. “He is the horse of a lifetime 
for me and he’s changing my career, 
so hopefully we’ll get another few 
years together.”

Swail has returned to Florida to 
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Great Charity Challenge
continued from page 1

Thanks to returning supporters 
and new partners and sponsors, 34 
organizations benefitted from the 
main event and an additional 37 
grants were distributed to worthy 
non-profits. Fitting with this year’s 
focus, The Doyle Family Foundation 
Volunteer Initiative promoted 
volunteerism by awarding 11 $4,000 
grants to organization’s whose 
volunteers vouched on their behalf. 

Partnerships, such as the one 
between the GCC and United Way, 

Creek Equestrian, came in the ring 
representing “Dylan’s Candy Bar” 
and finished with a time of 91.622 
seconds. Their speed and team 
spirit paid off for Caridad Center, 
the largest free healthcare clinic in 
Florida that offers comprehensive 
medical, vision, and dental care 
for the uninsured and underserved 
children and families of Palm Beach 
County. They earned the top prize 
of $100,000. The sliding scale for 
the balance of the proceeds, down 
to 34th place winning a minimum 
of $15,000, ensured that everyone 
was a winner.

Investment minimums apply.
Investing involves risk, including risk of loss.

Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC, Member NYSE, SIPC
900 Salem Street, Smithfield, RI 02917 

© 2023 FMR LLC. All rights reserved. 1066898.1.1
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how much more excitement and 
support can surround the event,” 
added Anne Caroline Valtin, 
GCC Executive Director. “Thanks 
to Wellington International’s 
commitment to covering all costs 
associated with the event, one 
hundred percent of the funds 

raised go straight back to work in 
our community, creating long-term 
impact. This is what makes the 
GCC unique and so impactful. 
We simply can’t thank our donors 
and sponsors enough for coming 
together to be the change each 
and every year.”

Fidelity Investments is committed to making 
a difference in the communities where we work 
and live and we are proud to be the presenting 
sponsor of the Winter Equestrian Festival and 
the 14th edition of the Great Charity Challenge. 
To date, this important event has distributed 
over $19.4 million to more than 300 charities in 
the Palm Beach community.

are what truly make this event a 
reality. Along with the resources 
to make donations simple, United 
Way also contributed manpower for 
this year’s event, speaking to the 
importance of taking action, as well 
as donating. 

“This year we embraced the value 
of the incredible partnerships the 
GCC has made over the years. Our 
goal was to empower individuals 
to get involved locally and provide 
them with the key resources to do 
so. I really believe this messaging 
speaks to the true magic of this 
event,” commented Kelly Arani, 
Event and Marketing Coordinator. 
“This year we also set out to be 
a resource for those looking for 
volunteer work in the Palm beach 
community. The GCC has always 
been an incredible network of 
giving individuals and deserving 
organizations, so we were excited 
to find a new way to serve these 
organizations.” 

The winning team of riders: 
Campbell Brown, Abby Funk and 
Emma Hechtman, sponsored by 
team sponsor Frog Pond Stables 
and supporting sponsor Little 

“We are absolutely thrilled to 
have been a part of tonight’s event,” 
said Lisa Kronhaus, Director of 
Development and Communications 
at Caridad Center. “The Great 
Charity Challenge is such a 
conglomeration of charities in 
Palm Beach County, and we are 
so honored to have been selected. 
This win tonight allows us to expand 
our social services and programs at 
the largest free clinic in Florida. We 
are absolutely thrilled to be able to 
serve the community. We serve the 
uninsured and the underserved in 
this county and we are thrilled to do 
this work every day.” 

Madison Schwarz, Manager of 
Development and Communications 
at Caridad Center echoed Kronhaus’ 
gratitude by saying, “This $100,000 
is a life changing amount of money 
for our clinic. It might not seem like 
a substantial amount but I promise 
you this will go directly to the 
underserved and uninsured here in 
Palm Beach County. This wonderful 
team of young women here – even 
before they competed – I fell in love 
with them and their heart.” 

“I am in awe every year as to 

Fidelity’s mission is to inspire better futures and deliver better outcomes for the 
customers and businesses we serve. With assets under administration of $10.6 
trillion, including discretionary assets of $4.0 trillion as of November 30, 2022, we 
focus on meeting the unique needs of a diverse set of customers. Privately held 
for over 75 years, Fidelity employs more than 60,000 associates who are focused 
on the long-term success of our customers. For more information about Fidelity 
Investments, visit https://www.fidelity.com/about-fidelity/our-company.

	  —	 Dave Cvercko
		  Regional Head of Fidelity’s Central South Investor Centers

If you have a horse, you have an athlete
Tips for managing degenerative joint disease in your equine athlete

Estimates indicate up to 60 
percent of lameness in the 

horse is related to end-stage 
degenerative joint disease (DJD), 
also known as osteoarthritis (OA).1 
DJD can influence performance 
and significantly impact any 
horse – from top competitors and 
weekend warriors to aging seniors.

Daily training, competition and 
riding, not to mention age-related 
degenerative processes, can all 
lead to a disruption in a healthy 
joint’s natural wear and repair 
cycle. Your veterinarian can help 
by observing the signs of DJD in 
your horse, diagnosing the disease 
early and starting treatment with a 
product that treats the disease, not 
just the clinical signs.

For over 30 years, Adequan® i.m. 
(polysulfated glycosaminoglycan) 
has been used millions of times 
by leading veterinarians2 because 
it is proven to help: reduce 
inflammation, restore synovial joint 
lubrication, repair joint cartilage and 
reverse the disease process.3, 4 It’s 
a powerful tool in the fight against 
equine DJD.

Six tips for managing 
OA in your horse:
• 	Maintain your horse’s healthy 

weight – excess weight can put 
considerable stress on joints

• 	Encourage regular exercise – 
activity is essential for a horse’s 
healthy joints

• 	Allow appropriate cooling out 
after vigorous exercise

• 	Provide balanced nutrition, 
especially during the growth phase

• 	Schedule regular veterinary well-
checks – monitoring for signs 
of osteoarthritis allows your 
veterinarian to make an early 
diagnosis and start treatment 
before the disease worsens or 
becomes irreversible 

•	 Ask your veterinarian about 
Adequan® i.m. – the only 
FDA-approved polysulfated 
glycosaminoglycan (PSGAG) 
and an important first-line 
treatment for DJD because of 
its ability to produce disease-
modifying effects5

Discover if Adequan® i.m. is the 
right choice for your horse. Visit 
adequan.com for more information.

INDICATIONS
Adequan® i.m. (polysulfated 
glycosaminoglycan) is recommended 
for the intramuscular treatment of 
non-infectious degenerative and/
or traumatic joint dysfunction and 
associated lameness of the carpal 
and hock joints in horses.

IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 
There are no known contraindications 
to the use of intramuscular 
Polysulfated Glycosaminoglycan. 
Studies have not been conducted to 
establish safety in breeding horses. 

WARNING: Do not use in horses 
intended for human consumption. 
Not for use in humans. Keep this 
and all medications out of the 
reach of children. CAUTION: 
Federal law restricts this drug 
to use by or on the order of a 
licensed veterinarian. For full 
prescribing information, visit 
adequan.com.

1 McIlwraith CW, Frisbie DD, Kawcak CE, van 
Weeren PR. Joint Disease in the Horse. St. 
Louis, MO: Elsevier, 2016; 33-48.

2 Data on File, American Regent Animal 
Health, Inc.

3 Burba DJ, Collier MA, DeBault LE, Hanson-
Painton O, Thompson HC, Holder CL: In vivo 
kinetic study on uptake and distribution of
intramuscular tritium-labeled polysulfated 
glycosaminoglycan in equine body fluid 
compartments and articular cartilage in an 
osteochondral
defect model. J Equine Vet Sci 1993; 13: 
696-703.

4 Adequan® i.m. Package Insert, REV 1/19.

5 McIlwraith CW, Frisbie DD, Kawcak CE. 
The horse as a model of naturally occurring 
osteoarthritis. Bone Joint Res 2012; 
1: 297-309.

All trademarks are the property of 
American Regent, Inc.
© 2022, American Regent, Inc. 
PP-AI-US-0772 5/2022



4 	 WEEK 5	 FEBRUARY 8–12, 2023 FEBRUARY 8–12, 2023	 WEEK 5	 5 

Moments from the WEF Photography Collective

www.wefsporthorseauction.com

WEF Sport 
Horse Auction 
featuring 
VDL Stud

AUCTION

Thursday Thursday 
March 2, 2023March 2, 2023

PRESENTATION

Tuesday  Tuesday  
February 21, 2023February 21, 2023

Live, phone & online bidding!

Auction of talented 5-, 6-, 7- and 8-year-old showjumpers 
during WEF week 8

8,5x11_adv_vdlstud_WEF.indd   18,5x11_adv_vdlstud_WEF.indd   1 7/11/2022   15:487/11/2022   15:48

Scan to
Learn More

 
  

OFFICE
Always an

ALLERGY
& ASTHMA

NEEDS

near you for your

PALM BEACH GARDENS
PH.561-227-1456 

WELLINGTON
PH.561-227-0630 

BOCA RATON 
PH.561-392-8832

www.florida-allergy.com

SERVICES & TREATMENTS 
Asthma Management  •  Biologicals     

Drug Allergy Testing  •  Ear Lavage  •  Food Allergy Testing
Immunotherapy (Allergy Shots)  •  Insect Allergy Testing     

Oral Immunotherapy (SLIT)  •  Patch Allergy Testing for Contact Dermatitis  
Penicillin Allergy Testing  •  Pulmonary Function Test (PFT)     

Skin Allergy Testing  •  Telemedicine

© Taylor Pence & Incanto Sports Group
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HUNTER FEATURE
: 

1.50M CHAMPIONSHIP JUMPER CLASSIC SERIES
CURRENT STANDINGS

1.	 Luis Larrazabal (VEN) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                150.5

2.	Richard Vogel (GER) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   124

3.	 McLain Ward (USA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    110

4.	Eduardo Menezes (BRA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 97

5.	 Molly Ashe Cawley (USA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               94

GRAND PRIX
SERIES STANDINGS

1.	 Summer Hill (USA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   153.5

2.	Natalie Dean (USA). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   152.5

3.	  Zayna Rizvi (USA). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    145.5

4.	Ashley Vogel (USA). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     138

5.	 Audrey Schulze (USA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 137

fisherpotterhodas.com   |   561.832.1005
West Palm Beach

Visit our website to find out about our qualifications.

Questions 
to ask your 

divorce lawyer
Before you hire a divorce lawyer for a 
complex case you should ask:

• How many cases involving over one 
billion dollars have you taken to trial 
and what are the names of those cases?

• How many cases involving over one 
hundred million dollars have you taken 
to trial and what are the names of 
those cases?

• How many cases have you taken to trial 
that lasted longer than ten trial days 
and what are the names of those cases?

• How many cases have you taken 
to trial where there was litigation 
simultaneously in Florida and also 
in multiple other states and foreign 
countries?

The lawyers at Fisher Potter Hodas are 
ready to answer all of these questions.

OPEN MONDAYS 

L'OREAL PROFESSIONNEL BLACK
ELITE SALON & TOP 100 SALON 6
YEARS IN A ROW

KERASTASÉ TOP 100 SALON 4
YEARS IN A ROW

561-966-1661
@michaelangelosalonfl

4095 State Road 7, Wellington, Florida

FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED FOR 25 YEARS

PROUD ANNUAL SPONSOR OF
WELLINGTON INTERNATIONAL

BOOK ONLINE

www.michaelangelosalonandspa.com

SALON RETAIL CENTER

Forty-seven top hunter 
combinations took to the 

$25,000 USHJA International 
Hunter Derby, presented by 
Perfect Products, but ultimately 
the top honors were awarded to 
John French and eight-year-old 
Hanoverian gelding Milagro.

The hunt & go format 
consolidates two rounds into one 
with both a classic and a handy 
element. Two judging panels 
were responsible for producing 
each pair’s combined score after 
a course that consisted of four 
possible high options and utilized 
both the expanse of the ring to 
allow riders to open their horses 
stride and incorporated a series 
of rollbacks and inside turns to 
demonstrate handiness across 
the second half. 

Entering in one of the final few 
positions with three international 
hunter derby wins already tucked 
neatly under their belts since 
December, French and Kent 
Farrington, LLC’s Milagro proved 
they are still very much in top 
form and overtook the lead one 
final time with a score of 371.50. 

“He stands out in the hunter 
derbies because he has a lot 
of scope, he is slow in the air 

John French and Milagro Capture 
$25,000 USHJA International Hunter Derby

so I can make the tight turns on 
landing easily, he is very brave, 
and I never have to worry he’s 
going to look at anything,” French 
gushed of the gelding. 

As no stranger to the victory 
gallop, once French got through 
the first half of the course, which 
he expressed had a few tests for 
himself, he knew that Milagro’s 
exceptional form and athleticism 
would take care of the rest. 

“I always worry a bit about 
trot fences, but I went very 
slow and he did it nicely,” he 
described. “After that I took a 
breath because I knew the hard 
parts for me were over and he 
would be able to do the final high 
option, which he cleared with a 
couple feet to spare.” 

Like many others in the 
afternoon’s event, French was 
grateful to use the class as 
preparation for World Champion 
Hunter Rider (WCHR) Week 
during WEF 6.

“This is a great opportunity to 
bring our horses into this ring,” 
he continued. “I showed a couple 
of my first-year horses in today’s 
class so I could get them into this 
arena, and I now know better how 
to prepare them for next time.

Photo © Sportfot
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S P O N S O R  A W A R D S

Winning groom and Count Me In’s caretaker Stefan McNulty was honored 
with the $500 Grooms Award, presented by Double H Farm, after the 
CHF216,000 MARS Equestrian™ CSI4* Grand Prix during WEF 4 by Lenore 
Brown representing Wellington International. 

Brazil’s Eduardo Menezes riding Origi van de Zeshoek, owned by Enrique 
Gonzalez, earned the Champion Equine Insurance Jumper Style Award as 
well as the win in the Wellington Equestrian Realty CSI4* 1.45m during WEF 4. 

Remy Paulos braved a wet Parade of Champions to claim his moment in 
the spotlight after jumping to champion in the Karlswood Itty Bitty Jumper 
division with Wishbone during WEF 4. 

COMFORT, WELL-BEING AND PERFORMANCE
GUARANTEED BY OUR HIDDEN SADDLES’ TECHNOLOGIES.

INNOVATIVE INSIDE
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Made in Italy

The CPS or “COCCYX-PROTECTION-SYSTEM” is a new technology applied to the tree

consisting of three membranes injected into its back section. Two on the sides in the area

where the rider’s ischial bones are resting, one softer in the center where the seating

position generates more load on the spine. These membranes shock absorb all stresses

and movements while protecting the rider’s ischial bones, coccyx, and back. They have

been created considering both men’s and women’s anatomy.

GRAND PRIXSunday  Brunch

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. 

Scan the QR 
code for ticket 
information

Join us for a 
lavish Sunday brunch 
with friends and 
family during our 1.50 
Grand Prix Jumper 
Classic Series.

at Wellington InternationalThe Champion Equine Insurance Hunter Style Award was presented to 
Cynthia Griffith and her own Verkade, after they took the championship in 
the IDA Development Adult Amateur Hunter 50 & Over division. 

© Sportfot

© Sportfot
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Congratulations 
to Jennifer Markee 
(pictured) and 
owner Vivianne 
Kassin of Elysian 
Stables from Miami, 
Florida, on winning 
the WEF 4 VitaFlex 
Tack Room Award. 
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Featured Property  
OF T H E W E E K

craig martin
broker agent

cam scott
sales associate

OUR AGENTS:

Exceptional 5 acre equestrian’s dream 
offers a 24-stall CBS barn built in 2017 
complete with 2 tack rooms, 2 feed rooms, 
2 lounges, 2 laundry rooms & 2 half 
baths. Plus 4 wash racks, 4 cross ties & 
2 treadmill hookups. The property has 
an irrigated 245’ x 180’ Wordley Martin 
riding arena, and 8 paddocks. There are 
4 separate apartments - each with 1 BR, 1 
BA, kitchen and washer & dryer! Don’t let 
this extremely private equestrian facility 
pass you by!! 

FIRST FOUNDING SPONSOR OF THE ADEQUAN GLOBAL DRESSAGE FESTIVAL
THE EXCLUSIVE REAL ESTATE COMPANY OF THE WEF

W W W . W E L L I N G T O N E Q U E S T R I A N R E A L T Y . C O M

( 5 6 1 )  6 2 4 - 8 4 9 9
VISIT OUR WEF OFFICE OUTSIDE THE INTERNATIONAL CLUB

C H R I S  &  R O B  D E S I N O ,  P R I N C I P A L S

WEEK 3 PROPERTY OF THE WEEK 
NOW PENDING!!
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