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to Luiz Francisco de Azevedo
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Luiz Francisco de Azevedo first 
saw Collin the mount’s seven-

year-old year. The horse was 
undeniably talented, but unavoidably 
difficult to ride. Previous riders have 
tried to harness the raw scope and 
try the horse possessed and let it 
shine in the show ring, but Collin 
was a problem that seemingly could 
not be cracked. 

Enter, Didier Jackmen, an 
equine dentist in Belgium and 
close friend of Francisco de 
Azevedo. “He called me about a 
horse that was about to be sent 
to slaughter and said I need to 
check it out.”

With some trepidation, Francisco 
de Azevedo took a chance on 
Collin. If you asked him today, that 
was a decision that landed him a 
“once-in-a-lifetime horse.”

Francisco de Azevedo was 
beaming after jumping Collin, 
now a 16-year-old KWPN gelding 
(Colandro x Amethist) owned by 
Santa Cecilia Stables, to victory 
in the CaptiveOne Advisors 
1.50m Classic during WEF 2. “His 
situation was really devastating, 
so I’m really proud to share this 
story because he’s one in a 
million. I cannot say how many 
classes he’s already won in his 
life and how many victories he’s 
given to me, so honestly, I have 
no words for this horse. I try but 
I always have the feeling I’m not 
saying enough about him.

“All I tried to do was give him the 
chance to show his confidence,” 
continued Francisco de Azevedo. 
“With a lot of patience we learned 
exactly what he needs to be happy.”

From Three-Phase to the Hunter Ring:
Westport Shines in WEF Debut

Not many horses transition from 
the eventing world filled with 

ditches, up banks, logs, keyholes 
and skinnies to the hunter ring 
and win at their very first show. 
However, spectators around the 
Rost Ring saw a talented young 
horse called Westport do just that. 

The ShopHSH 3’ Young Hunter 
6yr & Under division was packed 
with rising talent during WEF 
2. Among them was the lovely 
Westport, a 2017 Irish Sport 
Horse gelding by Clinton Jack. 
The mount, owned by Chris 
Brown and piloted by Geoffrey 
Hesslink, came away with the 
champion ribbon at his very first 
hunter show.

“We tried him about a month 
ago and I’ve only ridden him about 
a handful of times,” said Hesslink 
of the horse that joined his string 

just a few weeks prior. “Last week 
was Westport’s first time showing 
as a hunter. He’s been nothing but 
amazing ever since we started with 
him, so we are all very impressed.”

Even though Westport is only 
five years old, he was produced 
to be an event horse. “I have 
had horses that have done 
eventing in the past, but this is 
the first time I’ve had one that’s 
transitioning from that discipline 
to the hunters,” said Hesslink. 
“He’s super brave and doesn’t 
care about any of the jumps or his 
surroundings so it’s been really 
neat to work with him.”

As far as goals for this season 
Hesslink noted, “He has done 
nothing but impress us so far and 
actually I think he’s ready for more, 
so we are going to stay at this 
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Join us for a lavish Sunday 

brunch with friends and 

family during our 1.50 Grand 

Prix Jumper Classic Series.

at Wellington International

Doors open at 10:30am.

GRAND PRIXSunday  Brunch

Scan the QR 
code for ticket 
information

With NetJets, the Official 
Private Aviation Partner 

of the 2023 Winter Equestrian 
Festival (WEF), sought-after 
destinations and exclusive 
experiences are always within 
reach. WEF riders and attendees 
alike are among the most 
discerning travelers who trust their 
journeys to NetJets, the worldwide 
leader in private aviation.

Infinite Horizons. 
Incomparable Service.

NetJets offers unrivaled, reliable 
access to all corners of the globe, 
making it possible for you to do 
more and miss less in both your 
personal and professional life. 
Every flight is personalized to 
perfection and held to the highest 
safety standards, ensuring you 
and your guests—including 
pets—travel in absolute luxury and 
comfort, with total peace of mind. 

The exceptional service and care 
that defines the NetJets experience 
is not limited to your time in the sky. 
Those flying with NetJets to and 

NetJets: Expect the World
Enjoy effortless access to everywhere

from Palm Beach, PBI, for WEF 
have access to a well-appointed 
NetJets-exclusive private terminal 
staffed with attentive NetJets 
Service Representatives (NSRs). 
NSRs warmly greet passengers 
and assist with all travel-day needs. 
They flawlessly arrange premium 
car services for swift arrival to 
world-class WEF events and 
coordinate catering selections for 
elevated in-flight dining on the way 
home.

One-of-a-kind Experiences
Beyond seamless travel, NetJets 

offers exclusive opportunities and 
advantages from their myriad 
partnerships with like-minded 
brands. Every preferred partner 
is specifically selected to align 
with and enhance luxury passions 
and pastimes. From impeccable 
hospitality at WEF to private 
retreats at desired destinations 
to coveted culinary occasions, 
NetJets unlocks once-in-a-lifetime 
moments that create unforgettable 
memories. 

NetJets Inc. is a Berkshire Hathaway company. Aircraft are managed and operated by NetJets Aviation, Inc. 
NetJets® is a registered service mark. ©2023 NetJets IP, LLC. All rights reserved.

E X P E C T  T H E  W O R L D
Call 1.877.538.4812 or visit netjets.com.

Learn more about the advantages of partnering with NetJets. 
Visit netjets.com or call 1.877.NETJETS today.

4:00
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Places to eat at Wellington International

Chik Monk

Tiki Hut

Harry’s Lemonade

Loopy’s Crepes

Oasis Café

Muddy Paws Ice Cream

Nathalie’s Café

Magdalena’s Mexican

Anonymous Coffee

Florida Snow

Silva’s Mexican

Island Kitchen

Collin Keeps Giving Back
continued from page 1

Westport
continued from page 1

Francisco de Azevedo likens 
Collin to a dog – he follows him 
everywhere and is one of the most 
intelligent horses he’s ever thrown 
a leg over. The program his team 
developed to channel Collin’s 
energy and temperament in a 
positive direction is one that hinges 
on as much time in the paddock 
as possible. Francisco de Azevedo 
doesn’t jump at home because he 
says he doesn’t need to. He flats 
Collin in the field and does a little 
conditioning work, but when the 

Moments from the WEF Photography Collective

horse sees a jump, he knows it’s 
“go time.” As a result, they save 
that energy for the show ring. 

Collin certainly knew his job on 
Saturday when he cruised around 
the derby field with impressive 
foot speed. “In this kind of 
competition, the plan is to use the 
horse’s speed otherwise you don’t 
even need to go to the jump-off,” 
joked Francisco de Azevedo.

Speaking to how Collin has 
made a home in his string, 
Francisco de Azevedo concluded 
by saying, “He’s super intelligent, 
he knows he’s mine forever and 
now he’s like part of the family.”

Photo by Kate at the In Gate Photo by Sportfot

Photo by Anasofia Vazquez Photograhy

Photo by Boss Mare Media

Photo by Natalie Suto PhotographyPhoto by Gianna Terranova Photography

Photo by L. White Media

level for a minute, but the goal by 
the end of Florida is to be jumping 
some bigger jumps, some 3’3”, 
maybe some 3’6”. He’s the only 
one who knows that really, but he 
has not put one foot wrong yet.”

Eventually, Brown will take over 
the reins in the Amateur-Owner 
Hunters, but for now Westport will 

be campaigning with Hesslink in 
the green hunters.

When asked about Westport’s 
personality and how he acts, 
Hesslink concluded by saying, 
“He’s very sweet and honest and 
a very kind horse. I would say 
he’s very calm by nature. He’s 
young but never suspicious, and 
very charismatic. We all just really 
enjoy working with him.”

Photos by Hannah Stephens
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RIDER SPOTLIGHT: DA N I E L  C OY L E
: 

1.50M CHAMPIONSHIP JUMPER CLASSIC SERIES

CURRENT STANDINGS

1.	 Luis Larrazabal (VEN). . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               85.5

2.	Hallie Grimes (USA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 78

3.	Vanessa Hood (USA). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 74

4.	Thaisa Erwin (AUS). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  72

5.	Luiz Francisco de Azevedo (BRA) . . . .    71

IN THE RING. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
Thursday, January 26
CHF8,000 Wellington Equestrian Realty 1.45m Open Jumper
CHF50,000 Adequan® WEF Challenge Cup CSI4*
CHF6,000 Beerbaum Stables 1.45m CSI2*

Friday, January 27
CHF6,000 Bainbridge 1.40m Open Jumper Speed Challenge
CHF37,000 Wellington Equestrian Realty 1.45m CSI4*
CHF37,000 Beerbaum Stables 1.45m CSI2*

Saturday, January 28
CHF10,000 Beerbaum Stables 1.40m CSI2*
CHF216,000 NetJets Grand Prix CSI4*

Sunday, January 29
CHF75,000 CaptiveOne Advisors 1.50m Classic CSI4*
CHF50,000 Beerbaum Stables Grand Prix CSI2*

WEF GIVES BACK. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
The 14th annual Great Charity Challenge sponsored by Fidelity 
Investments® returns to Wellington International Saturday, 
February 4. Over 13 years, $17.7 million has been distributed to 
294 Palm Beach County non-profit organizations. Come watch 
that number climb! Gates open at 6:00 p.m. Learn more at 
GreatCharityChallenge.com.

DON’T MISS DRESSAGE. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
Dressage returns to Equestrian Village for AGDF 3, a CSI4* week. 
The Grand Prix Freestyle CDI4*, presented by U.S. P.R.E. 
Association, is the highlight of “Friday Night Stars” and will welcome 
spectators to watch these equine stars dance under the lights. 
Start time is 7:00 p.m., admission is free, parking $20/car.  

Daniel finished out 2022 on the 
top of the FEI North American 

League leaderboard and is currently 
ranked 23 in the world. Coyle and 
Legacy were fourth in last year’s 
$500,000 Rolex CSI5* Grand Prix. 
Coyle has returned to WEF for the 
2023 season and has already seen 
success; winning the Battle of the 
Sexes alongside his teammates and 
placing second in the Florida Coast 
Equipment CSI3* Grand Prix just a 
few days ago. Catch up with Coyle 
on his road to success, the advice 
he takes with him into every round, 
and what a day in the saddle looks 
like for this Irishman: 

How did you start riding? What’s 
your first memory on a horse? 

I started on ponies in Ireland. 
My father Fergal had ponies, so 
my brother Jordan and cousin 
Christian all grew up on ponies. It 
was part of the family. I was never 
very good at ponies, so I moved to 
horses very early and jumped my 

DANIEL COYNE

first grand prix when I was 12 on a 
horse named Laramel. 

My earliest memory is probably 
falling off. I fell off a lot on ponies and 
couldn’t wait to get to horses. I did 
win a 12.2 final at the Odyssey, which 
is a very popular show in Ireland, 
on a pony name Calypso. That was 
probably my best early riding memory. 

What does a normal day of training 
look like for you?  

The younger horses need to do a 
lot of jumping, trot poles, canter poles 
and flatwork. I’m constantly giving 
them things to do, but with Legacy 
and the older horses, it’s about just 
keeping them fresh. That might mean 
going and cantering along the water 
or on the trail, or doing the hard work 
on the flat, or maybe 20 minutes 
of jumping and the flat all in one. It 
changes every single time, but it’s 
nice here that you can go out around 
the canals because otherwise you’re 
just stuck in one spot all the time and 
it makes it very monotonous for them. 

What are your goals with 
each for WEF 2023?  

This is the first show for 
a lot of my young horses. 
We may be starting 
at 1.0m or 1.10m and 
they are going to be answering the 
question of how far we get, not me. 
For the older ones, it’s about just 
getting them to the top of their game. 
I grew up riding the youngest horses 
and the cheapest horses while trying 
to get them to be the best horses. 
Sometimes it may take three weeks 
to accomplish what we think should 
happen in one day. You must change 
your plan depending on what they 
tell you.   

Which has been the most special 
horse of your career?  

Legacy. We got her as an eight-
year-old, set all these big plans for her 
and she keeps accomplishing them. 
She’s been to two championships 
already and won so much while only 
just turning 12 this year.   

What is a piece of advice you 
have carried with you throughout 
your career?  Who gave it to you?  

I get hung up on watching what 
other people are doing in the jump-
offs and Jeroen always says, “it’s 
only you and your horse out there, 
Daniel.” So, anytime I get lost, I 
always tell myself that it’s only me 
and my horse. 

What piece of advice would you 
give an up-and-coming rider? 

If you don’t like something, 
change it. Too many good riders get 
stuck in one place, doing one thing, 
riding one kind of horse. There’s 
so much opportunity in this sport. 
If something doesn’t work for you, 
don’t be afraid to change it. 

Facebook:	 @Wellington International
Instagram:	@wellingtoninternational_wef
TikTok: 	 @wellingtoninternational
YouTube: 	 @wellingtoninternational

Follow us on social media 
to keep up with current 
happenings and more at 

WELLINGTON
INTERNATIONAL

Photo by Sportfot

GRAND PRIX
SERIES STANDINGS

1.	 Natalie Dean (USA). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                109.5

2.	Mimi Gochman (USA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              104

3.	Summer Hill (USA). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  95.5

4.	Grace Debney (GBR). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                95

5.	Zoe Conter (BEL) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  92.5
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OPEN MONDAYS 

L'OREAL PROFESSIONNEL BLACK
ELITE SALON & TOP 100 SALON 6
YEARS IN A ROW

KERASTASÉ TOP 100 SALON 4
YEARS IN A ROW

561-966-1661
@michaelangelosalonfl

4095 State Road 7, Wellington, Florida

FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED FOR 25 YEARS

PROUD ANNUAL SPONSOR OF
WELLINGTON INTERNATIONAL

BOOK ONLINE

www.michaelangelosalonandspa.com

SALON RETAIL CENTER

WEEK 2 • PARADE OF CHAMPIONS

Royal Mint Julip and Elliena Apollo made 
their WEF debut together as champions of the 
USHJA 2’6” Hunter division.

Mila Meredith and Powder Puff took champion 
honors in the Younger Cross Rail Hunters.

Mattelyn Morrissey rode Honey Bunches of 
Oats to champion in the Walk/Trot division. 

Rachel Chandley piloted Clarina to a tri-color 
in the FarmVet Modified Adult Jumpers.

Floriano MLW was named champion of the 
ActivoMed Adult Amateur Hunter 18-25 with 
Hannah Koon in the tack. 

Wendy Dixon and Hardwish 711 claimed the 
championship in the ProElite Low Child/Adult 
Amateur Jumpers

fisherpotterhodas.com   |   561.832.1005
West Palm Beach

Fisher Potter Hodas, PL, is a law firm that 
concentrates its practice on complex, high-stakes 

divorce cases involving corporate executives, closely 
held businesses, professional athletes, celebrities, 

and wealthy families. 

n    n    n

Visit our website to find out about our qualifications.

The lawyers 
who found 

hidden money  
in a “system 
exquisitely 

engineered to 
repel scrutiny.”  

– THE NEW YORK TIMES
“HOW TO HIDE $400 MILLION”

Fisher Potter Hodas

S P O N S O R  A W A R D S

S P O N S O R
A W A R D S

Winning groom Denise Moriarty was 
honored with the $500 Grooms Award, 
presented by Double H Farm, after 
Kent Farringotn and Landon won the 
CHF140,000 Florida Coast Equipment 
CSI3* Grand Prix during WEF 2.

The Champion Equine Insurance Hunter 
Style Award was presented to Kelly 
Sims and her own Private I during WEF 
2 after they won the handy in the NetJets 
Amateur-Owner Hunter 3’3” 36 & Over 
division.

Campbell Brown riding Indira for Ashwood 
Farm LLC earned the Champion Equine 
Insurance Jumper Style Award in the Röwer 
& Rüb Low Junior Jumper Classic during 
WEF 2.

Congratulations to BlackJack Farms and Adam 
Skalansky from Birmingham, Alabama, on 
winning the WEF 1 Vita Flex Tack Room Award. 

Well done to Willow Wood and Kim Rachuba 
Williams from Woodbine, Maryland, on winning 
VitaFlex Tack Room Award during WEF 2.
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Congratulations  
Ben Maher
on winning both Wellington 
Equestrian Realty sponsored 
classes in one day!

We hope we brought you a  
little extra magic!

craig martin
broker agent

cam scott
sales associate

OUR AGENTS:
FIRST FOUNDING SPONSOR OF THE ADEQUAN GLOBAL DRESSAGE FESTIVAL

THE EXCLUSIVE REAL ESTATE COMPANY OF THE WEF

THE EXCLUSIVE 
REALTORS

WELLINGTON 
INTERNATIONAL

W W W . W E L L I N G T O N E Q U E S T R I A N R E A L T Y . C O M

( 5 6 1 )  6 2 4 - 8 4 9 9
VISIT OUR WEF OFFICE OUTSIDE THE INTERNATIONAL CLUB

C H R I S  &  R O B  D E S I N O ,  P R I N C I P A L S

Printed on recycled paper

We invite you to join us

THE GCC – A CELEBRATION OF EQUESTRIAN 
AND LOCAL COMMUNITY GENEROSITY

 Through the support of the equestrian  

and local communities, the Great Charity  

Challenge sponsored by Fidelity  

Investments® has acted as a catalyst  

for charitable giving over the last 13 years.

FREE 
Parking at 

13500 South 
Shore Blvd., 
Wellington

FREE 
General 

Admission

13 YEARS 

$17.7 MILLION 

DISTRIBUTED TO 294
Palm Beach County 

non-profit 
organizations!

February 4, 2023


