
U P D A T E S  F R O M  W E L L I N G T O N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

LINDSAY BROCK
Editor

WEEK 4	 FEBRUARY 1, 2023

F E A T U R I N G

Rider Spotlight:
	 Alexandra Crown. .  .  . page 8

WEF Just Got Sweeter!
MARS EQUESTRIAN™ Partners with 
Wellington International  as a Major Sponsor 
of the 2023 Winter Equestrian Festival

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

As part of an ongoing initiative 
to link Mars, Incorporated’s 

family of brands to the equestrian 
community, MARS EQUESTRIAN 
has been named the title sponsor 
of WEF Week 4. The event runs 
February 1 through 5 and features 
CSI4* and CSI2* competition, 
highlighted by the CHF216,000 
CIS4* Grand Prix, presented by 
MARS EQUESTRIAN. ETHEL 
M® Chocolates will be recognized 
as the presenting sponsor of the 
CSI2* division during WEF Week 7.  

 “We are proud to become 
a partner with Wellington 

International in our collective 
passion for the equestrian 
industry,” said Bridgett 
McIntosh, PhD, Director at Mars 
Equestrian. “Through sharing 
Mars, Incorporated’s diverse 
portfolio of confectionary, petcare, 
horsecare, and veterinary 
products and services, this 
purposeful partnership affirms our 
commitment to making enduring 
positive impacts in the horse 
community and beyond.”  

 Spreading their support to 
the hunter divisions, MARS 

Amateurs Shine During WEF 3
One of the best things about 

the equestrian sport is the 
equality where amateur riders are 
able to compete alongside some 
of the world’s top professionals. 
WEF is a prime example of that 
unique circumstance and amateur 
riders certainly stepped into the 
spotlight during Week 3.

Young amateur talent Lacey 
Gilbertson (USA) made an 
impressive mark in the CHF50,000 
CSI4*Adequan® WEF Challenge 
Cup Round 3 in which she bested 
the field aboard her consistent and 
successful partner, Karlin van’t 
Vennehof. Vennehof is one of 
several in Gilbertson’s girl-powered 
string but has proven to be a top 
mount and together the pair have 
put forth multiple winning rounds 
throughout the year. 

“I think I have so much 
confidence in her that when I go in 
the ring, no matter what happens 
if I do it half right, we are going to 
be clear,” said Gilbertson. “She’s 
so scopey and she’s my type of 

ride so I’m very comfortable on 
her. I think that’s the main thing 
that’s helped us click and keep the 
consistency.”

Challengers in the event 
included some of the best riders in 
the US and across the globe, but 
Gilbertson’s ‘conservative’ jump-off 
plan proved to be deceivingly fast 
and the clock stopped at 41.41 
seconds for an unbeatable time. 

The mare was formerly a mount 
of Gilbertson’s trainer, professional 
grand prix rider Shane Sweetnam, 
but the bond between the two 
powerhouse women has been 
strong since day one. 

“I have all mares now, not on 
purpose, but I get along well with 
them because I don’t really try to 
tell them what to do,” Gilbertson 
elaborated. “I’d say one of my 
stronger qualities as a rider is just 
staying out of the horse’s way.”

Amateur female riders 
continued to climb to the top 
of the podium as the weekend 
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Join us for a lavish Sunday 

brunch with friends and 

family during our 1.50 Grand 

Prix Jumper Classic Series.

at Wellington International

Doors open at 10:30am.

GRAND PRIXSunday  Brunch

Scan the QR 
code for ticket 
information

Having distributed $17.7 
million to 294 Palm Beach 

County non-profit organizations 
to date through the Great Charity 
Challenge sponsored by Fidelity 
Investments® (GCC), the team 
at the Wellington International 
has witnessed how the 

partnerships created through the 
iconic event have the power to 
shape communities and create a 
genuine impact. 

Wellington International is gearing
gearing up for an exciting 14th 
edition of the GCC on Saturday. 
Blending philanthropy with 

We invite you to join us

THE GCC – A CELEBRATION OF EQUESTRIAN 
AND LOCAL COMMUNITY GENEROSITY

 Through the support of the equestrian  

and local communities, the Great Charity  

Challenge sponsored by Fidelity  

Investments® has acted as a catalyst  

for charitable giving over the last 13 years.

FREE 
Parking at 

13500 South 
Shore Blvd., 
Wellington

FREE 
General 

Admission

13 YEARS 

$17.7 MILLION 

DISTRIBUTED TO 294
Palm Beach County 

non-profit 
organizations!

February 4, 2023

equestrian sport, the exciting show 
jumping event brings hope to 
more than 40 Palm Beach County 
charities every year. With a goal 
of distributing over $1 million in 
one evening, prize money for 
participating charities ranges from 
$100,000 to $1,000, ensuring that 
every charity is a winner. 

 New this year! Charities were 
randomly selected on the evening 
of January 7 in the company of 
donors and sponsors of the 2023 
edition. Selected organizations will 
compete on Saturday, for a chance 
to win up to $100,000. Additional 
smaller grants have also been 
awarded leading up to event, via a 
random selection process for non-
profits who pass the GCC’s vetting 
process. These grants range 
between $1,000 and $10,000. 

 Organizations benefiting from 

Be the Change:
2023 Great Charity Challenge Sponsored by 
Fidelity Investments® Creates an Impact in Local Community

the GCC serve and support many 
different sectors of the Palm Beach 
Community including veteran aid, 
animal advocacy and rescue, 
foster care, senior citizen care, 
and family support, to name just 
a few. For a full list of recipients 
and benefiting charities to date, 
including their most recent 
fund use reports, please visit 
greatcharitychallenge.com. 

 “While the needs of local 
non-profits are extensive, we are 
beyond blessed to be surrounded 
by such a generous community 
here in Wellington,” said Anne 
Caroline Valtin, Executive Director 
of the GCC. “Year after year, the 
event continues to grow and thrive, 
thanks to our many donors and 
sponsors who step up, creating a 
genuine impact for Palm Beach 
County based organizations and 
the clients they serve.” 

Follow the event on Facebook
@greatcharitychallenge and
Instagram at @great_charity_
challenge. 

Team Postage Stamp 
Farm riding for Big Brothers 
Big Sisters 2022 GCC  

Photo © Wellington International

EQUESTRIAN will present the 
$10,000 USHJA National Hunter 
Derby during WEF 7 and the 
$5,000 USHJA Pony Hunter Derby 
during WEF 9. Both of the popular 
hunter offerings will take place on 
the stunning grass derby field at 
Equestrian Village.  

 “Wellington International is 
dedicated to bringing mainstream 
brands and the equestrian 
community together through 
longstanding partnerships. We are 
thrilled to be among the events that 
has joined the MARS EQUESTRIAN 
family and we appreciate their 
support of top horse sport venues, 
as well as all levels and disciplines 
of the sport,” said Lenore Brown, 
Director of Sponsorships at 
Wellington International. 

 Committed to an enduring 
equestrian legacy, MARS 
EQUESTRIAN sponsorship will 
include the Small Pony Hunter 
division throughout the season 
and an inaugural Children’s 

WEF Just Got Sweeter
continued from page 1 Amateurs Shine

continued from page 1

Sportsmanship Award.Additionally,  
ETHEL M Chocolateshas been 
coined the Official Chocolate of 
the International Club and Sunday 
Brunch Series in the Blue Ribbon 
Club at Wellington International.  

The MARS EQUESTRIAN™ 
sponsorship at WEF is only the 
latest illustration of Mars’ multi-
generational impact on equestrian 
sports and the equine industry 
as a whole. Going back to the 
1930s, the founders of Mars, 
Incorporated, Frank and Ethel V. 
Mars, established a renowned 
Thoroughbred breeding and racing 
stable in Pulaski, Tennessee. They 
named the property Milky Way 
Farm, in honor of their best-selling 
candy bar, and followed up by 
naming their new SNICKERS®  Bar 
after one of the family’s beloved 
horses. A decade later, their long-
shot Gallahadion carried the Mars 
silks into the winner’s circle at the 
1940 Kentucky Derby. Today, the 
Mars family and business alike 
share a passion for horses and 
equestrian sports. 

rounded out with a win for 
Brazil’s Luciana Lossio in the 
CHF50,000 Beerbaum Stables 
CSI2* Grand Prix. The class 
closed out competition on Sunday 
and course designer Peter Grant 
(CAN) produced a substantial and 
tricky first round for 46 horses 
and riders. In an impressive 
performance for any rider, much 
less a fully-employed amateur, 
Lossio emerged as the victor of 
only a five-horse jump-off with her 
own Lady Louise Jmen. 

Lossio, who is a former 
Minister of the Superior Electoral 
Court of Brazil, maintained her 
peak professionalism in the show 
ring over the weekend to take the 
featured class in the Beerbaum 
Stables CSI2* division. Again, 
amongst a slew of elite 
professionals and amateurs, 
Lossio kept her courtroom 
cool and trusted her long-term 
partnership with the mare to 

produce a leading time of 35.01 
seconds. 

“I was very concentrated on my 
plan in the jump-off, and I went 
jump by jump in my mind. I took 
care of each jump and she was 
fantastic today. I’m so happy that 
we got it!”

The magic witnessed in the 
arena didn’t happen overnight for 
Lossio and her mare. “I’ve been 
with Lady Louise Jmen for six 
years now and I know her very 
well. She’s very calm, and a very 
intelligent mare. She has a lot of 
strengths; she can jump whatever 
you put in front of her. We have a 
really good relationship. She trusts 
me and I trust her like no other 
horse.”

The victory is extra sweet for 
Lossio who previously took a 
fifteen-year hiatus from the sport 
to focus on her blossoming career 
as a lawyer. Once pleased with 
her place in the profession, she 
returned to her childhood love and 
emphasizes a balance between 
her time in court and in the saddle. 
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Moments from the WEF Photography Collective

Places to eat at Wellington International

Chik Monk

Tiki Hut

Harry’s Lemonade

Loopy’s Crepes

Oasis Café

Muddy Paws Ice Cream

Nathalie’s Café

Magdalena’s Mexican

Anonymous Coffee

Florida Snow

Silva’s Mexican

Island Kitchen

© Kate at the In Gate

© Nicole Schultz

© Natalie Suto Photography

© MoKenn Media

© Giana Terranova Photography

© MoKenn Media

© Shelby Phillips Photography
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RIDER SPOTLIGHT: ALEXANDRA CROWN
: 

1.50M CHAMPIONSHIP JUMPER CLASSIC SERIES
CURRENT STANDINGS

1.	 Luis Larrazabal (VEN). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     123.5
2.	 Molly Ashe Cawley (USA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    94
3.	 Richard Vogel (GER). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        91
4.	 Eduardo Menezes (BRA). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     88
5.	 Carly Anthony (USA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         82

IN THE RING. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
Thursday, February 2 
CHF6,000 Helgstrand Jewellery 1.45m CSI2* at Equestrian Village (EV) 
CHF50,000 Adequan® WEF Challenge Cup 4 CSI4* at EV‡

Friday, February 3 
CHF37,000 Wellington Equestrian Realty 1.45m CSI4* at EV‡

CHF37,000 Helgstrand Jewellery 1.45m Qualifier CSI2* 
CHF25,000 Hèrmes U25 GP Series Team Event at EV‡ 
$25,000 USHJA International Hunter Derby 
presented by Perfect Products at Wellington International 

Saturday, February 4 
CHF10,000 Helgstrand Jewellery 1.40m CSI2* at EV‡ 
CHF216,000 Mars Equestrian Grand Prix CSI4* at EV‡ 
Great Charity Challenge sponsored by Fidelity Investments® at 
Wellington International 

Sunday, February 5 
CHF75,000 CaptiveOne Advisors 1.50m Classic CSI4* at EV‡

CHF50,000 Helgstrand Jewellery Grand Prix CSI2* at EV‡

WEF GIVES BACK. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
Great Charity Challenge sponsored by Fidelity Investments® 
returns to Wellington International on Saturday, February 4, 2023, 
at 6:00 P.M. Admission is FREE and free parking will be located 
at 13500 South Shore Blvd., Wellington, FL 33414, home to the 
Adequan Global Dressage Festival show grounds. Learn more at 
greatcharitychallenge.com. 

WEF SPORT HORSE AUCTION. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
WEF is thrilled to once again host the WEF Sport Horse Auction, 
on Thursday, March 2, at Equestrian Village. A curated collection 
features horses from the distinguished VDL Stud, the official Nr. 1 
KWPN breeder of Grand Prix horses. Marking its 11th anniversary 
in Wellington, the 2023 WEF Sport Horse Auction presents a rare 
opportunity for athletes and investors to view and bid on a world-
class selection of show jumping superstars, all in one place. Learn 
more at wefsporthorseauction.com.

SUNDAY BRUNCH. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
Sunday Brunch at Wellington International returns during WEF 5. 
Join us for an exciting new offering in The Blue Ribbon Club 
for an unforgettable experience. Watch the International Arena 
competition while enjoying an extensive brunch buffet, open 
bar, and complimentary glass of champagne upon entry. Book 
at wellingtoninternational.com/hospitality, or e-mail events@
wellingtoninternational.com for special arrangements.

After a fall at home in 2019, 
Alexandra Crown is at the end of 

a long road to recovery on which she 
had to retrain her speech and find the 
safest way to get back in the saddle. 
Over the past year, Crown has defied 
the odds by competing in the Global 
Champions Tour, taking on her first 
“Saturday Night Lights” Grand Prix in 
Wellington, and is now a competitive 
force the is the CSI2* division.  

How did you get into riding?  
I’m from New York City, so I had 

a bit of an unusual start. Basically, 
my parents lost me at a birthday 
party and later found me where the 
pony rides were. I had been having 
a pony ride for much longer than 
my turn and refused to get off the 
pony unless my parents promised 
to take me to riding lessons. I was 
at a lesson barn in Connecticut 
for quite some time, I had no idea 
what a horse show was until I was 
eleven. Once I started showing in 
the hunters, I moved to a barn in 
New Jersey and quickly ended up 
moving to Florida to finish out high 
school and University. 

Can you walk us through your 
thought process for getting back in 
the saddle after your accident?  

As soon as I was conscious and 
knew what was going on, I asked 
when I could get back in the saddle. 
It was never a thought to stop riding, 
it was my whole life. My parents were 
understandably concerned after my 
accident, so I made sure to investigate 
the latest helmet safety and do my 
research. Coming back into the riding, 
they saw that I was doing my best 
to prevent something like this from 
happening again. The part that I could 
control was protecting my head. 
You’ve welcomed young horses to 
your team and even bred some of 
your own horses over the years. Is 
breeding something you want to 
get more involved in in the future?  

Definitely! This year I had my first 
home-bred foal from my retired mare, 
Verona. I also had plans to breed my 
mare Von Cim, who was the most 
special horse to me, but she sadly 
passed away before we could breed 
her. I reached out to her breeder, 
and they actually had two of her 
grandchildren and one three-year-old 

from her line, so I ended up 
buying them, having a piece of 
her with me means the world. 

In this sport it’s hard to buy 
horses at the top level, so if any 
of these foals end up being 
competitive in the sport, I'll be 
very happy. I’m lucky to have a 
fiancé who is also a professional, so 
he will most likely work with the young 
ones until they are five or six and then 
I will take over. It’s an exciting journey 
to build them up and see where they 
go in the sport.” 

I have an exciting six-year-old, 
Ribero, that just moved up to the 
young horse classes, so I am excited 
to gain experience in producing a 
younger horse and can hopefully jump 
the 6-Year-Old Final during week 10! 
What advice would you give to 
those facing their own fears in 
the sport and to those working on 
rebuilding their confidence?  

The biggest part is to not give up. 
There was a period in my career when 
I couldn’t even get around the low’s; 
I was terrified of jumping the 1.20m 
and it was embarrassing to admit that 
at one point my goal was to jump a 

Nations Cup. You must surround 
yourself with a supportive team, and 
more importantly a team that you 
trust. Knowing that someone has 
your best interests in mind makes 
a world of a difference. My trainer 
Maggie McAlary has been life 
changing for me.  

I would also say it’s important to 
take your own time. It’s extremely 
easy in this sport to feel rushed or 
feel like you’re falling behind other 
people. There’s always going to 
be young superstars on the rise, 
but everyone does this sport at 
their own pace. It might take some 
longer than others but it’s about the 
process of reaching your goals. Be 
confident in your plan.  

A piece of advice I give to anyone 
in the sport is to always wear a 
helmet! I truly owe my helmet my life. 

‡EV - EQUESTRIAN VILLAGE

www.wefsporthorseauction.com

WEF Sport 
Horse Auction 
featuring 
VDL Stud

AUCTION

Thursday Thursday 
March 2, 2023March 2, 2023

PRESENTATION

Tuesday  Tuesday  
February 21, 2023February 21, 2023

Live, phone & online bidding!

Auction of talented 5-, 6-, 7- and 8-year-old showjumpers 
during WEF week 8

8,5x11_adv_vdlstud_WEF.indd   18,5x11_adv_vdlstud_WEF.indd   1 7/11/2022   15:487/11/2022   15:48

Photo by Sportfot

 
  

OFFICE
Always an

ALLERGY
& ASTHMA

NEEDS

near you for your

PALM BEACH GARDENS
PH.561-227-1456 

WELLINGTON
PH.561-227-0630 

BOCA RATON 
PH.561-392-8832

www.florida-allergy.com

SERVICES & TREATMENTS 
Asthma Management  •  Biologicals     

Drug Allergy Testing  •  Ear Lavage  •  Food Allergy Testing
Immunotherapy (Allergy Shots)  •  Insect Allergy Testing     

Oral Immunotherapy (SLIT)  •  Patch Allergy Testing for Contact Dermatitis  
Penicillin Allergy Testing  •  Pulmonary Function Test (PFT)     

Skin Allergy Testing  •  Telemedicine
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W E E K  3  •  PA R A D E  O F  C H A M P I O N S

The Champion Equine Insurance Hunter Style Award was presented to 
Greg Crolick and Testify, owned by John Cotton during WEF 3 after they 
won the handy in the Wellington Regional Medical Center High Performance 
Conformation Hunter division.

fisherpotterhodas.com   |   561.832.1005
West Palm Beach

Fisher Potter Hodas, PL, is a law firm that 
concentrates its practice on complex, high-stakes 

divorce cases involving corporate executives, closely 
held businesses, professional athletes, celebrities, 

and wealthy families. 

n    n    n

Visit our website to find out about our qualifications.

A firm  
that handles  

“cases that are 
equal parts 
divorce and 
white collar 
litigation.”   

 – THE NEW YORK TIMES
“HOW TO HIDE $400 MILLION”

S P O N S O R  A W A R D S

EXCELLENCE IN EQUINE NUTRITION

Omega Enriched Digestive Aid
CURRAGH CARRON OIL

A valuable source of energy 
for all horses.

Significantly improves the 
quality of skin and coat.

Facilitates transit and lubrication 
of the digestive system.

Important source of essential fatty 
acids, particularly Omega 3 and 
Omega 6.

CURRAGH CARRON OIL is a 
balanced blend of essential fatty 
acids (EFAs) derived from a high 
quality, cold pressed Linseed Oil, 
fortified with Calcium Hydroxide.

EXCELLENCE IN EQUINE NUTRITION

Exclusive Distributor
in the USA

WWW.EQUINAVIA.COM

+ 1 (860) 274-4443

ALSO AVAILABLE AT:

SPORTS HORSE
NUTRITION

FARMVET

GOLD COAST FEED
AND NUTRITION

EQUINE TACK AND
NUTRITIONAL

TONY HANLEY
RED BARN 
FEED & SUPPLY

MANUFACTURED IN IRELAND BY TRM: WWW.TRM-IRELAND.COM

ELECTROLYTESFEED OIL
Layer 1Layer 1

When
Speed 

Counts

Delivering daily to  
Winter Equestrian Festival 
& Adequan® Global Dressage 
Festival (AGDF)

Call to schedule
your order today

561.793.4607 

Learn more at gcfo.coth.com
Congratulations Carriage Hill from Delray Beach, Florida, on winning the WEF 3 
VitaFlex Tack Room Award. Pictured (left to right): Arly Golombek, Meredith 
Gallagher, owner/trainer Jane Fennessy, Hayley Iannotti and Marlon Alvarez.

Hannah Beall riding 
her own Catogi earned 
the Champion Equine 
Insurance Jumper Style 
Award as well as the 
win in the Horseware 
Ireland Medium 
Amateur Jumper 
Classic during WEF 3.

Winning groom and Dallas Vegas Batilly’s caretaker Derren Lake was 
honored with the $500 Grooms Award, presented by Double H Farm, by 
Quentin Judge, Cayce Harrison and Rhodes Harrison Judge, after the the 
CHF216,000 NetJets CIS4* Grand Prix during WEF 3.

When you have the name Something Blue, 
surely you get the Blue, with Harper Clark in the 
irons in Younger Cross Rail Hunter division.

Charming Little Dieter charmed his way to a 
champion position with Christina Serio in the 
USHJA Hunter 2'3" division. 

Anastasia El Chaer expertly piloted Charline 
Manciaise around the Low Child/Adult Amateur 
Training division to take the champion spot

Zindora van de Kapel was the champion 
with Kloe Kerins in the irons in the TRM Low 
Children’s Hunter

It was United Colors and Alexandra Beyer who 
were the ones to beat in the Low Adult Amateur 
Hunter 30+ sponsored by Always Faithful 
Equestrian Club. 

Cantina and Lily Barnard were the big winners 
of the Horseware Ireland Adult Amateur Hunter 
18-35 division.   
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Featured Property  
OF T H E W E E K

craig martin
broker agent

cam scott
sales associate

OUR AGENTS:

This exceptional property is absolutely 
stunning with a renovated home featuring 
4 bedrooms, 4 full bathrooms & 2  half 
baths. Primary bedroom is located on first 
level and features a fully renovated bath! 
French doors are throughout and home also 
has a spacious kitchen with stainless steel 
appliances. The private screened patio has 
a heated salt pool. This home is perfectly 
located off South Shore Blvd. — extremely 
close to the showgrounds!

LUXURY HOME IN POLO WEST COMMUNITY 

2351 Newbury Drive, Wellington
Offered at $1,790,000

FIRST FOUNDING SPONSOR OF THE ADEQUAN GLOBAL DRESSAGE FESTIVAL
THE EXCLUSIVE REAL ESTATE COMPANY OF THE WEF

THE EXCLUSIVE 
REALTORS

WELLINGTON 
INTERNATIONAL

W W W . W E L L I N G T O N E Q U E S T R I A N R E A L T Y . C O M

( 5 6 1 )  6 2 4 - 8 4 9 9
VISIT OUR WEF OFFICE OUTSIDE THE INTERNATIONAL CLUB
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